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On the evening of April 14, the Senate voted 67 to 23 to impose sanctions against Mexico on the
ground that it had failed to cooperate fully with the US in halting drug trafficking. The Reagan
administration has warned that such actions would likely result in an increased flow of drugs
across the border rather than less. Next, the political and economic implications of the vote would
cause "significant damage to a broad range of US interests in Mexico." The measure must still be
approved by the House. The Senate vote was based on provisions of a law adopted by Congress in
1986, requiring suspension of foreign aid to countries involved in drug trafficking or production,
and permits imposition of other trade and economic sanctions unless the president certifies that
such countries are "fully cooperating" with US antidrug efforts. Such certification for Mexico
was given by Reagan in a report to Congress in March. Although Mexico receives virtually no
foreign aid from the US other than anti-drug money, it does receive millions of dollars per year
in loans from international financial institutions such as the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank. If approved by the House, and an expected presidential veto was overriden,
the "decertification" measure would require US representatives to such international lending
agencies to vote against loans for Mexico. The House Foreign Affairs Committee was expected
to consider a similar decertification measure during the week of April 17. If approved by the
Committee, the measure would then go to the House floor for a vote. On April 15, White House
spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater told reporters that the administration was concerned about the
Senate vote. Fitzwater said that the vote was a good example of a "counterproductive action" in
which congresspersons "have obvious frustrations and they have taken them out in this area."
He added that such actions are not "helpful in the drug fight," or in the context of Washington's
"broader relations with Mexico." (Basic data from several sources, including New York Times,
04/15/88)
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